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Reply to Maximilian Asks for
Whom He Speaks in
Peace-Note.

UNWILLING TO ASK ALLIES
TO LAY DOWN ARMS NOW

HNo Parley While Enemy’s Troops
Are on Soil c¢f Invaded
Countrics.

President Wilson today in-
formed the German government
that before the Umited States
can discuss an armistice German
troops must withdraw from all
invaded territory.

He asked Chancellor Maxi-
milian whether he represented
the German people or the au-
thorities of thie empire who are
conducting the war.

The Fresident's message was
not a reply, but in the iorm of!
an inquiry. The imperial Ger-
man government is asked
whether it accepts the terms laid
down by the President in his

WITHDRAW TROOPS

12 MORE DEATHS
FROM INFLUENZA
IN THE DISTRICT

2,850 Cases Listad Here and
Drastic Orders Are Con-
sidered.

Twelve deaths from influenza re-
ported between 9 o'clock last night
and noon today brought the total
fatalities from the disease in the Dis-
trict up to 134 since a week ago Sat-
urday, when the first death was re-
Ported,

The authorities redoubled their ef-
forts today to check the epidemic and
have several drastic measures in view
which may be put into effect within
the next few hours. One of them id
to compe! the street railway com-
panies to discontinue the operation
of closed cars and operate only open
cars. Such an order, if issued, will
bea due to the failure of the public
to keep all windows in street cars

address to Congress january 8
and subsequent addresses.
Secretary Lansing in his note |

states that the good faith of any | T- Thomas, representing the Catholic

discussion would depend upon
tne consent of the central powers |
to withdraw their ferces imme- |
diately everywhere from invaded
territory. ‘

Secretary Lansing says the
President also feels that he is|
justified in asking whether the:
German imperial chancellor is
speaking merely for the consti-
tuted authorities of the empire
who have so far conducted the
war.

The official texts of the com-
munications follow:

Octobrr 5, 1018,

The Secretary of Sinte malkes
public the following communi-
cations:

PFrom the charze d'affaires
ad interim of Switzerland, in
charge of German Interests in
the United States.

Department of German interests,
Lezation of Switzerlond,
Washingion, M. .,
Oetober G, 1918,
Mr. President:

I have the konor to transmit
herewith, upon instruciions
from my government. the origz-
inal text of a communication
from the German government,
recvived by this lezation inte
this nfterncon, from the Swiss
foreign offiice,

An Ep:xlicsh transiation of this
communication is also inslosed.
The Gerpan eriginal text, how-
ever, ix alone to be considered
as nuthoritntive,

PFlease aecept,
the assprances
consideration.

I Sjrned) F. OEDERLIN,
Charge d'2Talres 0. i, of Switz-

crinnd, in rrmann

interests in vited States,
Mr. Woodrowv -

President of the o

Wiaushinzton,

{Enclosure.)

THRANSLATION
Of Communication fiem Ger-

Mr.
of

President.
my hizhest

nited Stintes,

man {sovernment to the

President of ihe United
States, as. transmitted by i(he

Charse d*AfMaires ad. of

Charze d'Affires 2. i. of

Swiitzerland, on  Octoher 6,

1His.

The German gmovernment re-
quests the President of the
United States of Ameriea  to
tahe steps for the re ation

of peace, 1o notify ail bellig
enix of thisx request. and to in-
vite them to deleznte plenipo-
tentinries for the purpose of
taking wp necotintions. The
German Zovernmeni aceespis, as
n bhasis for the peace nesotin-
tions, the prozgram Iaid down
by the President of the §United
Ntates in his messagze to Con-

gress of January S, (€18, and
in his proounce=
ments, in his a2d-
dress of September 27, 1915, In
order to aveld Yurther blood-

shed the German gevernment
requests to bring about the im-
medinte conclusion of a1 geuneral
armistive on Iand, oen wather
and in the air.
MAX, PRIMCE OF BADLN,
Imperinl Chancellor,
EECRETARY LANSING'S REPLY.
From the Secretary of State
1o the Charge d'Aflires of
Switzerland:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Oetober S, 1918,
Sir:

I have the honor to acknoyv1-
edge. on hehaif of the President,
your note of tober 6, inclosing
a communicniion frem the Ger-
man government (o the Presi-
dent, and 1 nm inxtructed by the
Prenident 1o reguest you o
make the following communi-
cation to the imperinl German
chancellor:

“Hefore making reply to the
regquest of the imperinl German
government, and in order that
that reply s=hall be as candid
and siranightforward as the mo-
mentous interests involved re-
quire, the President of the
Lnited States decms it neces-
sary to nssure himself of the ex-
act meaning of the note of the
imperrial chancellor. Does the
imperinl chancellor mean that
the Imperial German govern-
ment acceptn the terms  laid
down by the Prexident In his
address to the Congress of the
United States on the Sth of Jan-
uary last and in subsequent ad-
dresses and that its object in
entering into discuxsions would
be anly to agree upon the prac-
tiral detalls of their applicationt

“The President feels bound to
say with regard to the nugges-

a tlon of an armistice that he
weuld not ferl ut liberty to pro-
Pose a censation of arms (o the
gEovernments with whieh the
severmment of jhedenited States

open, as requested. <
There will be no lifting of the ban
on church services, although Mgr. C.

clergy, and
represeming
called on

Dr. Randolph H. McKim,
the Pastors Federation
the Commissioners today

| with a request that the restriction on

indoor ehurch services be withdrawn.

All members of the Medieal Corps of
the Army and Navy stationerd in
VWashington may be pressed into the
fight oi the epidemie by tomorrow.
Dr. Mustard of the public health serv-
ice will recommend to the War and
Navy departments that their full med-
ical force in the District be assigned
to the work.

2,850 Cases Listed.

I'nder the mandatory order for the
reporting of influenza the health de-
partment has listed a total of 2.850
cases. Thirty-five deaths were re-

ported between ncon yesterday and 10
o'clock Iast night.

Mrs. Louise F. Kelley and Mra, Leola
N. King, policewomen, have wvolun-
teered to serve as nurses and will per-
form their duties under the direction
of the health department.

‘Deaths Reported.

These deaths were reported as from
9 o'cloeck Iast night up to noon to-
day, twelve in all:

Catherine V. Bryan, ten years, 1227
B street northeast; James RB. Good-
ridge, thirty-five years, 486 K street
sputhwest: Josephine M. Conway,
twenty vears, 1525 Q street north-
west: Annie C. Heinrich. eight years,
514 B street southeast: Milo A. Bar-
nette, thirty-six years. Sibley Hos-
pital; James Tamisica, twenty-three
vears, Gallaudet College; oran 8. 3il-
dea, thirty-seven years, 1832 K street
northwest: Nora T. Shevier, thirty-
seven, 1100 fth  street northwest:
Thomas Kldwoml, thirty-seven years,
1250 Yth street northwest: Maria Wil-
liams, thirty-six years 2228 12th
street  northwest  John Corcoran,
forty-five yvears, Freedmen’'s Hospital,
and Preshy Welsh, thirty-seven years,
Steel Plant R. Cop. Hospital, f

There were thirty-five deaths from
influenza reported to the health de-
partment from 12 noon yesterday up
to 9 o'clock last night, and frem that
time up to noon today twelve deaths,
or a total of forty-seven in all.

The 2,850 cases reported do not in-
clude a large number of cases wvol-
untarily reported before Friday, when
the order was given. Yesterday there
came in the mails to the health of-
ficer reports of 1,649 new cases that
had not been reported previously.
Monday 656 cases were reported.
Health Officer Fowler will not make
any oflicial estimate of the number

of cases in the city, but it is prob-|

ably eclose to 5,000, many of which
will never be reported to the health
authorities.

Red Cross Responds.

The management of the Red Cross
has responded promptly to the ecall of
the health authorities, and will not
oniy bring in hundreds of its nurses
from outside territory, but will con-
tribute sunpliez and in everv way aid
the health authorities. The repre-
sentatives of the Red Cross, Home,
School, Dietary Xitchen and other
nursing organizations who have been
in consultation with Dr. Mustarnd and
Dr. Fowler to pool their efforts in
fizhting the disease by supplying
trained, student and other nurses
have already placed at the command
of the health authorities more than
fifty nurses, who are being sent out
to the homes where their services
are most urgently needed,

Five surgeons of the public health
service will today establish as many
headguarters in school buildings in
five zones of the city to work under
the direction of Dr. Mustard in sup-
plying nurses and physicians called
in emergency cases,

With the calling in of all the army
and naval surgeons in the city into
the work Dr. Mustard sayvs the prob-

(Continued on Second Page.)

is associnted against the central
powerx o long as the armies of
those powers nare upon their
soil. The good falth of any
diseussion wounld manifextly ie-
pend upon the consent of the
central powers immediately to
withdraw thelr forces overy-
where from invaded territory,

“The Presxident also feelx that
he is justified in asking whether
the imperial chaneellor is
speaking merely for the con-
stituted authoritien of the em-
pire who have so far condueted
the war. He deems the ar- —vers
10 these questions vital from
cvery point of view.

Accept, nir, the renewed an-
surances of my high conzsidern=
tion.

(Signed)
“ROBERT LANSING.

Mr. Frederick Oederlin,

Charge d’AfMnirea of Swiser-
Iand, ad interim, in charge
of German Interests In

_ « the United States.
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IN THE WORLD SPOTLIGHT.

[ABULATORS BUSY
WITH LOAN FIGURES

D. C.'s Subscriptions at
Banks Are Not All Re-
ported Yet.

COMMITTEE URGES HASTE

Exclusive of the bond sales made
during the intensive house-to-house
canvass last Sunday, and with four-
teen local banks failing to file reports,
the total sales in Washington tabu-
lated up to 10 o'clock this morning
amounted to exactly $3.423.610.

In making this announcement the
District liberty loan committee ex-
plained that these figures, as fur-
nished by the warious financial insti-
tutions of the city, represent actual
sales—those which include full or par-
tial cash payments. They do not in-
clude figures represented by thousands
of pledges collected by means of the
various agencies engaged in promot-
ing the interest of the loan.

These pledges must be placed
through some bank and an initial

payment made before considered an
actual sale and credited to the Dis-
trict total.

The committee was today still
busily engaged in tabulating the
subscriptions collected during the

big canvass last Sunday. and which
it is believed when completed will
add at least $4.000,000 to the city's
total.

Some Banks Slow.

The local committee expressed dis-
appointment at the apparent slow-
ness on the part of a number of the
banks, several of them large and im-

pertant ones. in filing their daily re-
turns. This necessarily retards the
tabulation on the part of Lhe com-
mittee, it was claimed. One large
bank has failed to file a report of
sales since the starting of the ecam-
paign, and the committee feels cer-
tain that its actual sales must at
least amount to more than $500.000.

Adopt “Sharpshooting” Campaign.

There will be no cessation of activity
on the part of the several thousand
volunteer ioan workers in Washington
during the remainder of the campaign.

The Distriet loan committee stated to-
day that, although the house-to-house
canvass has been completed and with
| no prospects of any more indoor rallies
|or mass meetings, it will vigorously
prosecute the fourth loan campaign in
is eity.

mﬁitwi{hstanding that figures made
public vesterday showing the progress
made in Washington during the first
week of the drive were especially grat-
ifying and signified an excellent start
lere, the commitiee reall_wes the tas!c.
of pushing the Distriet “over the top
will be considerable. Therefore, in‘-
stead of conducting the lucal"campaign
by means of “heavy artillery the com-
mittee is now deg:en:l'm_n:"upon a cam-
aig “sharpshooting.
I)%:?ex?rained that Washington sh?ﬁle.
at the end of the campalgn, hold e
position of honor which it won in e
three previous loan campaigns. i
committee is directing the _manyk o
unteer workers assisting it tal_ ‘i.a?
everlastingly at individual solici &
It is satisfied that many su

b i in this
i will be obtained in
3‘?;:‘_91;‘5(;3311 otherwise might not have

been procured.
To Push Personal Appeals.

means of this intense personal
so?i!::imtion the committee looks fcj:t‘

; bscriptions from individuals
333%&'&@- lﬂave subscribed one or
more times to the fourth loan.

Many sales are being made through
the activity of the official auto sales
truck, which is giving a continuous
variety show on the streets in the
down town section every day and
night, This truck is operated under
the direction of E. H. Johnson and is
manned by half a dozen strong-voiced
pond salesmen and an equal number
of entertainers. Mr. Johnson reported
this morning that the street sales so
far this week have been particularly
brisk and that there has been an
unusually strong demand for cash

iptions.

E"lrblf:r'llfggregate sales in Washington
are being greatly aided by the intense
and spirited drives being conducted
in most of the local business houses
in their endeavor to achieve the
proud distinction of presenting a 100
per cent honor roll, indicating that
every employe has subscribed to a
bond. It is reported that already
more than $600,000 worth of the gov-
ernment’s new . bonds have been sold
through this activity.

Pro-Ally Outbreak at Liege.

HAVRE, October 7.—The Gymnaise
Theater at Liege has been closed [or
a month by the German authorities
because an actor, dressed as a French
-oldier, appeared on the stage, caus-
A an intense pro-ally demonstration,

HUNS NOW MAY STAKE
ALL ON THEIR FLEETS

Attempt to Break Through Allied Cordon in
What Will Prove Greatest Naval Battle

in History Believed Imminent.

reaching Washington.
The great German fleets, w

warfare, are about ready to make

and which, so far, has successful

gain the high seas.
The motives that impel the enemy |’

o make his effort are three fold;

the morale of the German people
must be bolstered, courage must
again be revived through the me-

dium of victory, and the Germans well
realize that victory cannot be achieved
on the western front nor at any other

point where German armies are oper-
ating today; it is the hope of the
Teutonic naval admiralty to break
through the allied cordon and through
this success demoralize the system
of sea communications which have
been established between various na-
tions fghting against the central
fpowers, thereby, for a few months at
least, paralyzing the striking power
of allied armies non the western front
as well as in Italy and Macedonia.
Furthermore, to Teutons it is sug-
gested that a great naval victory will
once more plunge the allied nations

to despair and the peace offensive
i:"h?ch has been ushered by the
kaiser and Prince Muimilmr;n:'ill be
jved with more open mind.
reg;:t the chief motive which impels
the German war lords to act is the

¥, 5 2 * S el
critical Internal situation, which ¢
mands speedy action if the peoples
are to continue Lo stand firm un-
der the load that has been placed

their backs through the ma-
2111‘;:1nations of the junker elements of
With wide retreat on the

Germany. b t
western front in prospect, a contin-
gency which is certain to spread

est gloom throughout the nation,
fﬁ:pﬁerman government will once
more strive to achieve the heretofore
impossible in again sending its feets
forth to battle.

Gravity of Situation Appreciated.

There is no attempt made to minimize
the serious situation that would arige in
case the German fleets venture forth
from their bases at Kiel and Wilhelms-
haven. =

It is learned in naval circles here
that the Germans have placed the finish-
ing touches upon ten new suprr-dread-
naughts and six battle cruisers of the
most powerful type. Since the battle
of Jutland, where the only great nawval
action of the war resulted in the Ger-
mans being turned back by the heroic
British fleets, the German admiralty has
centered its attention on not only re-
placing the losses suffered in this en-
gagement, but bringing German naval
strength up to the highest possible level
before another atiempt was made,

Just as the Germans have construct-
ed great warships designed to meet the
best that the allies have in the North
sea, it also is known that a great num-
ber of super-submarines have been con-
structed during the past year. These
submarines have mnot wasted their
strength on mere merchantmen, the
German admiralty taking particular
pains that they should not be endan-
gered before the hour of supreme battle.
Numerous destroyers and torpedo boats
likewise have been added to the Teutonic
| naval strength. When the fleets of the
! kaiser once more get up steam aml
g0 out to engage British. American
and French war vessels they will of-
fer strength not despised either in
London or Washington.

Though the opinion prevails among
American, as well as all allied nawval
officers now in Washington that the
Germans will suffer tremendous re-
verse in their effort, it is made plain
that if in the heat of battle a num-
her of torpedo boats or destroyers. a
cruiser of two or a dreadnaught should
escape through the allied, cordon,
there immediately would arfae Erave
peril to both American and British
convoy systems. Before these vesg-
sels could be run down there would
be the possibility of their working
great destruction to American trans-
ports and supply vessels, with resul-
tant great loss of life,

Owing to the peculiar economic and
industrial conditions which prevail in
France, Great Britain and Italy, all
being more or less dependent upon
the uninterrupted supply of war
stores sent out from this country, any
serious curtailment of the present ef-
ficient transport system might suc-
ceed in curtailing the scope of allied
campaigns not only on the western
frolrit. but in Italy and Macedonia as
well. :

The United States now is utilizing

b 4

 Stores.

BY OLIVER OWEN KUHN.

The greatest naval battle in all history impends, according to
belief in naval circles here, based on authoritative information

hich have heen added to and

strengthened in every respect during the more than four years’ of

a dash to break through the cor-

don which has been stretched across the North sea by the allies,

ly combated enemy attempts to

‘every ¢

5 e 6r allied shipping possible

ransportation of men and war
Every

ton de i
flag is needed, under the allied

not only to

American Army in Fram}-e, butgtecf EIEII;?
t:zun it. Were this flow to tarry there
“'ou!cl tome to pass a situation which
would tax to the utmost the ingenuity
of the interallied war council. That
it would interfere with Foch’s gen-
eral plan of campaign and the plac-
mgdof additienal hundreds of thou-
sands of men In the conflict is a pos-
sibility naval me=n admit. As opera-
tions of German raiders would affect
;;’he western front, likewise would it
\ave 2 bad effect on the Italian and
Macedonian fronts now practically

sustained by constant flow of sto
ons stores
and war materials from England am;!

America.

Would Imperil Campaigns.
The campaigns in Palestine and
Mes

cpotamia are almost wholly de-
pendent upon the naval arm for mili-
tary subsistence. Gen. Allenby could
not hope to reap full fruit i

of his al-
teady Ereat vietory unless his surml?os
are uninterrupted. The allieq expedi-
tion against the bolsheviki directed
from the regions of Archangel like-
wise would be imperiled, for should
German ships reach the Arctic

p‘.'cx.ss around the northerp (vnast,anodr
Norway immediate cutting off of the

allied expedition from
world would be achieved,
the Germans have it

the onutside
inasmuch as
within their

pPower to interfere with all transport |

thIrough Finland.

t is with rall realizatio .
ful responsibility that raﬂ;&r ltﬂl;gﬂre;ahrp
allied fleets in the North sea thot ade-
quate preparations have heen made to
combat any menace the Germans n_m}'
offer. Not only are the fleets pitehed
to the highest state of efficiency, hoth
from the standpoint of numbers and

equipment, but the morale of the
American and English tars could not
be higher. In fact, battle i8 coveted.

Constant Vigilanee Maintained.

Constant vigilanrve is being main-
tained. Officers on allied vesseols sal-
dom take shore leave. One British
admiral has been on shore but three
hours in eight weeks. The Ameri-
cans, who are under British command,
have maintained the same vigilance.
American warships are operating un-
der British orders completely and sn

thoroughly have the naval i
this country been worked in ‘:\Pilttt?fl?:
British that even the English system
of operation and signaling has heen
a.dTn}Fted byt thte Agl_&ricans_ )
e exact stren of the

fleets, of course, is not smmf-fe;‘;"‘}gﬁ
only be approximated. Faop plainly
evident reasons naval officials here
are silent on the exact numher of
American _ vessels now operating
under the British naval commangq 'hnt
that every vessel that can he spared
from convoy duty has taken its place
alongside those of America's alljes is
admitted. The naval power of the
allies as represented in the Narth sea
today is the greatest aver Assemblad
in a single cause. That alone, say na-

val men here, is sufficient to warrant |

the belief that the Germans can
and will not break through. T]?;‘;.
wait the great test with supreme con-
fidence.

NOTE SIGNED “HEINIE”
PREDICTED BIG BLAST

Evidence tending to show that the
explosion in the T. A. Gillespie shell-
loading plant at Morgan, N. J. last
week was caused by enemy agents has
been discovered by government opera-
tives in a letter® predicting the explo-
sion on Friday night signed “Heinie"
and addressed to & man in Sonora,
Mexico.

Agents of the department are in-
vestigating, but they are inclined tp
question the genuineness of the letter,
which was -nieked up in the railroad
station of a New Jersey towh. ==

HUNS QUITTING BELGIAN COAST;
HAIG’S ANGLO-AMERICAN UNITS
SMASH ON ABOVE ST. QUENTIN

YANKEE BATTALION
ENCIRCLED BY FOE
IN FOREST SAVED

" WITH THE AMERNCAN
FOHCES NORTHWEST OF
VERDUN, October 8 (by the As-
sociated Press).—Word was re=
ceived late last night of the res-

cur of an Ameriean battallion
which had Deen surronnded by
Germans in the Argonne forest
region. No details have been
received, but it Is presumed the
batialion was relieved by other
American troops who fought
their wny through the German
encircling line,

Several efforts were made yes-
terday to obtain reports frem
the lost battalion by messen-
ger and carrier pigeon. A bas-
ket vontaining n number of piz-
eons was lowered by a para-
chute in the vicinity of where
the Americans were thonght to
be. The avintor intrusted with
this taxl declared that the bas-
ket seemed to fall exactly where
he intended it should, but mo
bird had returned up to a lIate
hour yesterday.

FATHERLAND PARTY
S AGAINST OFFER

Pan-Germans Violently Op-
pose Peace Terms—Dern-
burg Defiant.

By the Associated Press. 3
LONDON, Monday, October 7.—The
fatherland party in Germany, after
the meeting of the reichstag on Sat-
urday, held a meeting and passed res-
olutions to resist by every possible
means the peace offer of Prince Maxi-
milian, the new I{mperial chancellor,
according to a Zurich dispatch to the
Exchange Telegraph Company.

Two.-Points Considered Rejected.

COPENHAGEN, Monday, October 7.
—The Lokal Anzeiger of Berlin says
that two of President Wilson's points
must be considered rejected—the sep-
aration of Alsace-Lorraine from Ger-
many and the incorporation in inde-
pendent Poland of Prussian Poland.

Dernburg Is Defiant.

AMSTERDAM, October 8.— Ger-
many's new ministry is one of na-
tional defense as well as of peace, and
is prepared for a stand to the end|
against a humiliating peace, Dr. Bern-
hard Dernburg, former German min-
ister of the colonies, declared in a
statement, according to Berlin ad-
vices.

“President Wilswn's fourteen oldf
and five new points can be accepted
by us if put forward honestly without
humiliation for Germany,” Dr. Dern-
burg said. “We snall not accept an
unjust, humiliating peace. The new
ministry 1s not only a ministry of
peace, but, if necessary, a ministry of
national defense, and, if it must be, to
the bitter end.”

Tageblatt Praises Prince’s Ideas.

AMSTERDAM, October 7.—Comment-
ing upon the address by Prince Maxi-

milian, the new German imperial
chancellor, the Tageblatt of Berlin
Bays:

“All Germany, or at any rate that
great, honest and good Germany
which is imperishable, feels that
Prince Maximilian, in accordance
with his duty &8 a man and as 3

servant of his people, has don¢ what
is right and necessary. Why haven't
we Jlearned earlier to know our-
selves?"

Pan-Germanic Comment Bitter.

C A sample of pan-Germanic comment
may be found in the editorial printed
on Sunday by the Lokal Anzeiger,

{ humiliating peace.
! “Unbroken stands our front an ene- i

defiantly announcing that the German
people will to the last drop of blood
ficht those whose aim is to dictate a

my land,” the newspaper continues.
“We shall be able to defend ourselves
more easily against an entente at-

tack through Bulgaria than against
| Russia, whose millions vainly threat-
en us for three vears. Many a flour-
ishing countryside must be laid waste
and hundreds of thousands of lives
must be sacrificed by the enemy If
this maxiznum of our concessions
does not suffice them.”

| The newspaper somewhat per-
| emptorily admonishes Fresident Wil-
!son tn realize “the superhuman re-
| sponsihility placed upon his shoul- |
| der=.” and in magisterial tones hnpes!
| “he will prove himself worthy of this
terrible responsible hour.™

The Vienna Reichspnst writea:

“President Wilson is now given an
opportunity to prove his fitness to be
ia world arbitrator. Restoration of
peace depends upon the sincerity of
his will to do justice and establish
a new order that excludes oppression
and establish a real and lasting
peace. The fate of humanity has
been placed In his hands. May the
President of the great North Ameri-
can republic, conscious of his terrible
esponsibility, show himself worthy of
he historic task that may cover his
name with imperishable glory!"

AMERICAN SHIP SUNK
INCOLLISION; SIX LOST

The American steamship Westgate,
of the naval overseas transportation
service, has been sunk at sea with the
loss of six members of her crew, in
collision with the steamer American.

The American picked up_the sur-
vivors and is proceeding to port.

A dispatch to the Navy Department
today reporting the sinking said it

JBerryeau-Bac. the French are fighting

occurred about 500 miles off the At-
lantic coast, hut did not give the
| time. The Westgate was a CArgo Oar--
xier of 5800 gross tons, -- i A

Germans’ Railway Lines Im-
periled Through Assault
on Twenty-Mile Front.

FRENCH ALONG

THE SUIPPE

STILL PRESS NORTHWARD

By the Associated Press.

AMSTERDAM, October

8.—The evacuation by the

Germans of the Belgian coast region is continuing, the
frontier correspondent of the Telegraaf reports. The tele-
phone lines between the frontier and the coast were being
taken down yesterday and today.

The stores of material at

Knokke, near the coast, five

miles from the Dutch border, have been set on fire, the re-
ports state, and many factories have been undermined in
preparation for their quick destruction.

As part of the occupying troops would have to choose
between capture and flight when the evacuation occurs, the
correspondent points out, instructions have been given
them, he says, to escape to Holland in civilian clothes, with

the object of evading impriso
turning to Germany.

SMASHING HUNS’

Dy the Associated Press.

nment and subsequently re-

REAR DEFENSES.

Renewing major operations on the center of the line from the

Meuse to the North sea, British

and American troops today are

smashing into the rear defenses of the Hindenburg line between

St. Quentin and Cambrai.

While Field Marshal Haig is attacking on the twenty-mile
front north of St. Quentin the French along the Suippe continue
their progress northward toward the German communication
line despite strong enemy resistance. The French have reached

the juncture of the Suippe and Ai

sne rivers and have forced their

way into the two large towns on the middle Suippe.

Allies Push Eastward.

The Anglo-American thrust along
the sector between Cambral and St
Quentin follows successful local op-
erations Monday in the regions of
Beaurevoir and Montbrehain in which
230 German prisoners were taken. On
the front of attack the British and
Americans are pushing eastward from
the hills west of the canal between
the two towns toward the railway
junction of Bohain and the railway
lines running north and south, which
are so important to the German supply
gystem in this region.

Successful continuation of the
French advance north amd northeast
of Rheims is menacing the security of
the Laon massif. After capturing

their way into Conde-sur-Suippe, at
the junction of the Aisne ard Suippe.
Progress northward from these towns
would outflank both the Champagne
and Laon positions, now occupied by
the Germans, and make untenable the
lines of both the Aisne and the Re-
tourne. In the center, by entering
1sles-sur-Suippe and capturing Bazan-

Americans and

court, the French apparently have
broken the German hold on the Suippe
and made necessary a retirement to
the Retourne or Alsne, farther north.

In Champagne Sector.

In the Champagne sector, Gen.
Gouraud’s French and American troops
are closely following the enemy, who is
retreating in the direction of the
Reitourne river. The success of the
French farther west will probably has-
ten the retgograde movement by the
Germans, who appear to be in a serious
condition.

From the Argonne forest to the Meuss
the American Army has again struck
at the German positions before the
Kriemhild line, and a great battle seems
to be impending there. This sector is
most important to the Germans, as i
defeat there would send them back in
the direction of Sedan, through which
1uns the great trunk railway line which
connects the Germans as far west as
Laon with Germany.

The Americans have brought up their
heavy artillery and there is every evi-
dence that a terrific struggle is to bho
expected on this front. On the western
side of this battle line, the American.
moved ahead yesterday and capturel
Chatel-Chehery as well as important
ground just to the east of the village.

British Score

Good Progress in Battle

By the Associated Presa.

LONDON, October 8.—English and
American troops attacked this morn-
ing on the front between St. Quentin
and Cambrai, Field Marshal Haig an-
nounced today. Satisfactory progress
is heing made, the field marshal states.

In successful local operations near
Montbrehain and Beaureveir on this
front yesterday more than 230 pris-
oners were taken by American and
English troops.

Today's attack was launched just
hefore daybreak, during a heavy rain,
which began last night.

Advance on Four-Mile Front.

LONDON, October 7.—The Eritish
line kas been advanced on a front of
four miles north of the Scarpe, Field

Marshal Haig reported tonight. The
villages of Biache St. Vaast and Oppy
were captured.

Operations in Lille Sector.

WITH THE BRITISH FORCES TN
FRANCE, Octoher 7 (by tha Asso-
cinted Press).—British troops in the
Lille sector and in the Beaurevoir

district were reparted today tn have
marde further slight advances, but these
were mainly in the nature of line
straigthening operations. Generally.
it appears that the British armies fo
the moment have paused, hut at the
same time are taking adwantage of
the Inll to Improve their paositions.
In the fizhting around Aubencheul
400 prisomers were taken by Haig's
men. At Oppy a sucressful minor
nperation gave the British ground.
thirty-four prisonerg and four ma-
chine guns. The enemy is holding
the Masnieres-Beaurevoir lipe in as
much strength as he can muster.

Huns Put in Every Man.

The Hindenhurg system having been
smashed, the Germans naturally sup-
pose thes may be guickly called upon
to fight a great hattle. Along the
Masnieres-RBeaurevoir line they have
put in every man they could lay
their hands an.

Great Britain's armies, military of-
ficers say., have secured satisfaction
from the German cry of despair and
have now forgotten it. They are oon-
tinuing their plan to dno their bhest to-
warrd administering a defeat to the
enemy. Great events, the officers add.
may not be far distant.

French Press on to North
After Fall of Berry-au-Bac

By the Associnted Press.

PARIS, Octobar 8.—Northeast nndl
north of Rheims the French continued
their successful advance. The war of-
fice announcement today says that
French troops have reached the out-
skirts of Conde sur Suippe, at the
junction of the Snippa and the Alsne,
portheast of Berry-au-Bac.

Along the Snippe river tha French
have penetrated into Isles-sur-Suippe
and to the west have captured Bazan-
court.

Berry au Bac Captured.

PARIS. October 7.—The French have
captured Berry-au-Bac, the war of-
fice announced tonight.

The advance of Gen. Debeney'r army

in the St. Quentin sector continues.
despite the desperate resistanca of the

Germans.

The enemy  is falling-back to his violent

water liner hefore Gonraud's army.
which is maintaining active artillery
action on the Chemin-des-Dames po-
mitinn. Apparently the Germans have
decided to defend this to their ut-
most.

Gouraud's soldiers have crossed the
Arnes river at several points. The

]
enemy is counter attacking energet-

lcally and throwing his best dlvisions

into the defense of the Suippe fords
and the Arnes bridgeheads, but the
French a.re slowly forging ahead.

Berlin Admits Reverse.

BERLIN, October 7, via London.—
Allled troops have reached the north
bank of the Suippe. in Champagne, ac-
cording to today's statement from the
German war office, which adds that at

isolated points the allies have main-
tained their gains north of the river.
Between the Argonne forest and the
River Meuse, the German statement
says, the Americans con
attacks, .
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